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Churches at home plead His sovereign sanction
and authority ? St. Paul, we know, was a mission-
ary ; his eager spirit broke the bonds of Jewish
exclusiveness and drove him forth on the world's
highways to make known unto all men the gospel
of the grace of God ; but Jesus lived and died
within the narrow limits of the Holy Land. Then
is it to Paul rather than to Jesus that we must
look as the founder of missions ? Here, shall we
say, is another example of the way in which the
strong and masterful personality of the Apostle
has dominated the whole Christian Church ; or,
may we see behind St. Paul the figure of Another
who said once, and who says still, to all who believe
in Him, Go ye into all the world ? Such ^i^our
question. In seeking to answer it I shall, for well-
understood reasons, limit myself mainly to the
first three Gospels.

And at once it has to be admitted that our
missionary " texts " are neither so numerous nor
so conclusive as perhaps we have been led to expect.
There is, of course, the Great Commission given
by our Lord to His disciples after His resurrection,
and reported in varying forms in our first three